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Having grown up in Adelaide around cat, dog and horse breeders, I of course knew about pedigree cats, but not about cat shows.  My first exposure to pedigree cats was to Lilac Lynx Point Siamese (as they were known then in the 1970’s) at a Mrs Kings home in Mt Barker. I spent my school holidays exercising their horses and became fascinated by these lively and elegant cats.

After moving to Melbourne, marrying and starting a family I thought it might be nice to buy a Burmese female kitten. This kitten was to be a companion for me on the long nights my husband was at work as a chef. The neutered male we already owned had decided he much preferred my husbands company to mine.  I bought the first brown Burmese female I was shown by the breeder, Kittengara Velvet Vamp, and in due course joined the FCCV and registered the Miamber Prefix. 
It was a long struggle to turn that start with a pet quality kitten into the beautiful cats I ended up with, but I am not known for giving up easily.  Some of the thanks have to go to the beautiful Saliken cats I was given access to, this set a precedent for me, in terms of helping new breeders get started with quality cats. I also made a commitment to try and help new breeders with breeding problems, something that in my initial experiences was left for you to find out the hard way. 

I am not as well known for my Burmese as I am for my Burmillas, which I started breeding with GCCFV approval in 2000. As far as I am aware I registered the first Burmillas in Victoria. I have now extended my program to include the Burmilla Semi-Long Hair,  determined that I WILL breed that cat whose picture I have in my head, even if it takes me the next 10 years. 
I am passionate about development and the protection of the Burmilla breed in Australia, having supported 3 new breeders in a mentoring program and developing contact with Burmilla breeders in Australia and Internationally alike. 

Silver is my passion, feline genetics and health a consuming interest, always questioning and wondering about the possibilities….…

I have been a qualified steward with GCCFV since 2004, stewarding or helping in some way at a lot of shows, I am also a member of Burmese and Other Shorthair Cat Club, club Treasurer and a delegate to Council. 

I have extended my interest in the cat fancy to training as a Group 2 Judge, successfully passing in December 2005, and have completed my first Judging Assignments. Hopefully I will be able to contribute many more years to the Cat Fancy yet and maybe I will meet up with you at a show soon. 
Michele Ristuccia 

