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I like to tell people I have made three brilliant decisions in my lifetime! The first was to marry the dear man who pays the vet bills; the second was to leave behind the frozen North for the happier climes of my beautiful adopted country; and the third was retiring from the dog world in 1995 to become involved in every aspect of showing cats, culminating in my appointment to the CCCA panel as a Group 3 judge in 2003, followed by Group 2  in 2006.

My particular passion is the Somali – rare and beautiful, and fun–loving, affectionate companions! I have primarily been involved with silvers, but have also owned and exhibited tawny, chocolate and cinnamon. I am rather proud of having two Somali CCCA Champions! I have also exhibited a black British Shorthair, and was a founding member of the British Isles Cat Society in Victoria. I am also a founding member of the Companion Cat Club of Victoria, the main objective of which is to promote the exhibition of domestic cats and responsible cat ownership, and to enhance the value which society places on our beloved feline companions. Other breeds that have shared my home and heart in the past include Burmese, Russian Blue, Oriental and Maine Coon.

As I apparently suffer from ”volunteer syndrome”, I am presently an executive in two cat clubs, am on the Executive of The Governing Council of the Cat Fancy (Victoria), and serve as Secretary/Treasurer of our Judges’ Association. One could call it “total immersion” in the cat world! Judging cats is, for me, the ultimate experience. It involves a great deal of concentration and hard work, and carries a tremendous burden of responsibility. Nevertheless, the opportunity to handle and assess so many beautiful and charming creatures is a continuing delight that I will always treasure.

